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Rubric: Cambridge English, Preliminary English Test for Schools - 

Listening. 
  
 There are four parts to the test.  You will hear each part twice.  For 

each part of the test there will be time for you to look through the 
questions and time for you to check your answers. 

  
 Write your answers on the question paper.  You will have six 

minutes at the end of the test to copy your answers onto the 
answer sheet. 

  
 The recording will now be stopped. 
  
 Please ask any questions now, because you must not speak during 

the test. 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now open your question paper and look at part 1.  
  
 PAUSE 00'02" 
  
Rubric: There are seven questions in this part.  For each question there are 

three pictures and a short recording.  For each question choose the 
correct answer, A, B or C. 

 
Rubric: Before we start, here is an example. 
  
 Where is the girl’s hat? 
  
F1: Where’s your new hat Sally?  I hope you haven’t left it on the school 

bus. 
  
F2: Don’t worry Mum.  I put it in my school bag because I was too hot. 
  
F1: Are you sure?  I can’t see it there.  You probably dropped it in the road 

somewhere. 
  
F2: Oh, here it is – hanging in the hall.  [sheepishly]  I forgot to take it this 

morning. 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: The answer is A. 
  
 Look at the three pictures for question 1 now. 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
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Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear each 
recording twice. 

 
Rubric:  1 – What did the girl enjoy most about her school project? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.:  Question No.:  
 
Dad: So, how did your school project go? 
  
Girl: Well, we spent lots of time looking for information to include, then together 

we decided what to tell everyone about it.  And then we did the 
presentation to the class.  I’m really pleased I’ve done that bit, but I was so 
nervous at the time. 

  
Dad: Did you learn much from your research? 
  
Girl: I mainly found out things I already knew.  But discussing and preparing the 

presentation as a group was a real learning experience.  You get so many 
great ideas from other people. 

 
 90 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
 
Rubric:  2 – What does the boy want to do on Saturday? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.:  Question No.:  
 
Girl: What shall we do on Saturday?  We could go for a swim – or go and see a 

football match. What do you think? 
  
Boy: Well, that’s not a bad idea, but it might be a bit cold for the outdoor pool.  

Have you seen the poster for that band – I wouldn’t mind seeing them. 
  
Girl: Why not?  It’ll make a change from football.  Alright, I’ll ask my dad if he 

can get us some tickets.  Where are they on? 
  
Boy: At that place we went to before, near the swimming pool. 
 
 89 words 
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 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
Rubric:  3 – Which dress will the girl buy? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.: 013 Question No.: 3 
 
Mch Which dress are you going to buy?  Come on – Mum’s waiting, it’s time to 

make a decision!  This black one looks really good on you.  Why don’t you 
go and pay for it? 

  
Fch It is nice – but I like the flower pattern on this one.  I really want them both, 

but I can only afford one!  Well, I definitely won’t get this white one – it’s 
tight under the arms. 

  
Mch I prefer the plain one.  I don’t really like patterns. 
  
Fch Sorry, but I’ve decided.  And I’m not taking your advice! 
 
 90 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
Rubric:  4 – Which picture is the boy talking about? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.:  Question No.:  
 
Boy: Look at this photo – it’s when my sister and I went to stay with my granny 

and granddad last summer.  We had a really good time actually. 
  
Girl: Right, but where’s your grandma in this photo? 
  
Boy: Oh, she had something else to do that day, so we went for a walk in the 

countryside, and went to see the house that my granny had lived in when 
she was a child. 



4 

  
Girl: So, who took the photo? 
  
Boy: My sister – she always has her camera with her.  She’s quite a good 

photographer. 
 
 89 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
 
Rubric:  5 – What is the girl telling her classmates about? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.:  Question No.:  
 
Girl: Anyway, I first heard about ‘The Blue Waves’ before it came out last year.  I 

remember watching a TV discussion about it and thinking ‘That sounds 
really good’.  It’s the story of a young actor who goes to live in a little 
cottage by the sea.  Some movie star friends come and stay with him but I 
won’t spoil the story for you.  The description of this lovely place is 
beautifully written, and you feel as if you can almost hear the sound of the 
waves.  I really recommend it. 

 
 90 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
 
Rubric:  6 – Where did the boy and his friends eat their lunch? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.:  Question No.:  
 
Girl: So, how was your camping trip?  Did you have fun? 
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Boy: It was great.  As soon as we got our tents up at the campsite, we bought 
some sandwiches for lunch, and took them with us when we went walking. 

  
Girl: Did you get to that waterfall?  I’ve heard it’s really beautiful. 
  
Boy: Yes, and it’d be a great spot for a picnic.  But to get there we had to go 

through these woods for ages, and we just couldn’t wait as we were getting 
so hungry.  So we had our lunch there! 

 
 90 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
 
Rubric:  7 – What isn’t working properly in the boy’s home? 
 
Part 1  
Pretest No.:  Question No.:  
 
Mum: 
(on phone) 

Hi Sam, did you put the clothes in the washing machine, like I asked 
you to? 

  
Sam: Well, mum, I haven’t had a moment to do that yet. I’ve only just 

stopped studying. I had so much homework! And I filled up the 
dishwasher too, but the thing is when I switch it on, nothing happens. 
Do you know where the instructions are? 

  
Mum: Yes, they’re in a drawer under the microwave. But don’t try and fix it – 

I’ll see what I can do when I get back. 
  
Sam: OK mum, thanks. 
 
 89 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
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Rubric: That is the end of part 1. 
  
 PAUSE 00'10" 
  
Rubric: Now turn to part 2, questions 8 to 13. 
 
 
Rubric: You will hear a photographer called Joe Barnfield giving a talk to 

students at a school. 
  
 For each question, choose the correct answer A, B or C. 
  
 You now have 45 seconds to look at the questions for part 2. 
  
 PAUSE 00'45" 
  
Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear the 

recording twice. 
 
Part 2  
Pretest No.:  Question Nos.:  8-13 
 
 [ ...... ] 
 
M: Good morning everyone, and thank you for coming to listen to me.  My 

name’s Joe Barnfield and I work as a photographer.  
 
What I hope to do today is let you see some of the pictures I’ve taken and that 
I’m most pleased with.  Do please ask me any questions, and I know some of 
you are interested in the history of photography.  But we don’t have time 
today to go into that much or things like techniques that photographers use to 
get the best shots.  
 
Now, I studied photography at university, but my love of taking pictures goes 
back to my school days.  Actually, my first job before uni was helping a 
photographer in his studio, but really I just wanted to get out and take pictures 
myself! 
 
Of course, because of the mobile phone, people have never taken pictures 
more than they do now.  It’s convenient – for most people, as they’ve always 
got their phone with them.  Although as a photographer, I never go anywhere 
without my camera – and sometimes forget to take my mobile with me!  And 
picture quality on mobile phone cameras is getting better, although for me, 
they’re not as good as traditional cameras. 
 
If you want to get better at taking photos, then I suggest you carry on doing 
what you’re probably doing already – taking pictures of your mates.  They’re a 
great subject.  Some people only take pictures when they go somewhere – 
you know, castles, palaces and things.  And this is a shame.  I’ve seen lots of 
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photos of nice scenery – well, the thing is, it’s hard to make them interesting.  
You see them, and you just think ‘So what?’ 
 
And whether you take pictures every day, or just now and then, you should 
look at them and get rid of any you’re unhappy with.  There are lots of 
photography courses you can do if you want, but at the end of the day, it’s 
down to you to train yourself to take better pictures… to try and take a better 
picture next time. 
 
There are so many great things about being a photographer – I suppose 
that’s why almost everyone takes pictures, it’s unusual to meet someone 
who’s not a photographer.  For me, the main thing is that it lets me have a 
reasonable salary, while doing something that I enjoy – at least most of the 
time.  But there are times when I’m out on a cold wet day waiting to get a 
picture, that I wish I did something else! 

 
 417 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
 
Rubric: That is the end of part 2. 
  
 PAUSE 00'10" 
  
Rubric: Now turn to part 3, questions 14 to 19. 
 
 
Rubric: You will hear some information on the radio about a wildlife park. 
  
 For each question, fill in the missing information in the numbered 

space. 
  
 You now have 20 seconds to look at part 3. 
  
 PAUSE 00'20" 
  
Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear the 

recording twice. 
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Part 3  
Pretest No.:  Question Nos.:  14-19 
 
 
 Have you ever visited Beechen Wildlife Park?  It’s open every day apart from 

Tuesdays.  It’s open from ten until six during term-time and school holidays.  
There are later opening hours on Sundays, and earlier closing on Fridays.  
Check our website for details. 
 
At the wildlife park you can see a wide range of animals from tiny frogs to 
enormous elephants.  You’ll be amazed at all our giraffes, and as for our 
zebras, well, you’d have to go abroad to see more of them in one place!  
Even if you’ve visited before, come and see what’s different this season.  Our 
monkeys are now in an exciting new area, and be among the first visitors to 
see the tiny lion born right here in the park just this month. 
 
Several local buses stop near the park, and there’s a route for bikes past our 
main entrance.  Visitors are shown round in special vans, so you can get 
better views of the animals than you would from cars, so bring a camera!  
Most animals here are free to go round their area of the park as they wish, so 
visitors don’t always see them all, and the space per animal here is greater 
than other wildlife parks.  Each animal receives the amount of care that we 
believe is suitable for its needs.  
 
And at the moment, we’ve got a special offer for all school groups.  You and 
your friends can have your photos taken.  This will be with a life-size model of 
the animal of your choice.  It looks just like the real thing - you can collect it 
after a few minutes and it’s absolutely free.  So enjoy a snack or a look in the 
gift shop while you wait. And then …… (fade) 

 
 291 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
Rubric: That is the end of part 3. 
  
 PAUSE 00'10" 
  
Rubric: Now turn to part 4, questions 20 to 25. 
 
Rubric: Look at the six sentences for this part. 
  
 You will hear a conversation between a girl called Rachel, and a boy 

called Andrew, about a rock group called ‘The Rock Boys’. 
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 Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect.  If it is correct, 

choose the letter A for YES.  If it is not correct, choose the letter B 
for NO. 

  
 You now have 20 seconds to look at the questions for part 4. 
  
 PAUSE 00'20" 
  
Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear the 

recording twice. 
 
Part 4  
Pretest No.:  Question Nos.:  20-25 
 
Boy: Hi Rachel. 
  
Girl: Hi Andrew. I know you like The Rock Boys – 
  
Boy: Yeah, I do. 
  
Girl: Did you know their song ‘Don’t shout’ has just won the Best New Song of the 

Year prize? 
  
Boy: Yeah, I’m pleased about the prize, and it’s quite a good song… but I actually 

think there are others they’ve done that are brilliant, and deserved the prize 
more. 

  
Girl: Yeah, well I was just watching a podcast of them doing an interview and a 

song. 
  
Boy: What did you think? 
  
Girl: Well, some pop stars, they get too confident and so proud of themselves 

when they get famous.  But the guys in The Rock Boys weren’t like that at all. 
You felt you could just chat to them. 

  
Boy: I think they always seem really cool guys - easygoing and normal. 
  
Girl: Which isn’t what you’d expect. 
  
Boy: What did you think of their dancing? 
  
Girl: I don’t understand how anyone can move so brilliantly – when they’re playing 

guitars!  Most musicians on stage either dance or play – but not both! 
  
Boy: Sure. 
  
Girl: That’s quite an achievement.  But the lead singer’s costume! 
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Boy: Oh yeah, he seemed to think he looked cool, but I’d be embarrassed to dress 
in something like that pink leather suit! 

  
Girl: Yeah, maybe someone should tell him! 
  
Boy: I don’t think he cares – it’s just his style… 
  
Girl: And the words of their songs are interesting aren’t they? 
  
Boy: Definitely.  The words of some of their songs can be quite sad, but others 

actually make me laugh – quite clever you know. 
  
Girl: Yeah? I hadn’t noticed. 
  
Boy: You’ll have to listen more carefully next time!  Have you ever been to one of 

their concerts? 
  
Girl: No, but one of my friends wants me to go with her to see them live next 

month.  But I think they’re the sort of band who produce their best sounds in 
the recording studio, rather than on stage.  So I’d rather just get their next CD. 

 
 321 words 
 
 PAUSE 00'05" 
  
Rubric: Now listen again. 
  
 REPEAT 
  
 PAUSE 00'05" 
 
 
Rubric: That is the end of part 4. 
  
 PAUSE 00'10" 
  
Rubric: You now have six minutes to check and copy your answers on to 

the answer sheet. 
  
 PAUSE 5'00" 
  
 [ Ping ] 
  
Rubric: You have one more minute. 
  
 PAUSE 1'00" 
  
 [ Ping ] 
  
Rubric: That is the end of the test. 
 


